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Introduction

This report aims to explain the objectives and outcomes of the communication strategy
implemented to support the Currunda Creek Trades and Services Precinct planning
application.

Bengali Land Pty Ltd, a company owned by Pat and Karen Flanagan, long-term residents
of Redlynch (the applicant) applied to Cairns Regional Council (CRC) for a Development
Permit for the Reconfiguration of a Lot (1 Lot into 2 Lots and Access Easement),
Preliminary Approval for a variation application and Preliminary Approval for
Reconfiguration of a Lot (1 lot into 4 Lots; drainage and road reserves) — Lot at 626R
Redlynch Intake Road, Redlynch, Described as Lot 2 on SP 106972.

The application was submitted to CRC on 25 March and revised on 27 March 2024.
Council’s Confirmation Notice was issued on 9 April 2024. Council issued an Information
Request on 3 May 2024 to which the Applicant responded on 17 May 2024.

Public notification was conducted between 20th May and 12 July 2024.

The applicant became aware that the revised application material was not uploaded to the
CRC website until 30" May 2024. At that time, the applicant decided to extend the public
notification period from the previously advertised date of 3 July 2024 to 12" July 2024 to
ensure the community had full access to the revised application materials for the statutory
30 Business days.

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) confirms that 10,571 people reside in Redlynch,
with approximately 2,869 families making up a large portion of the Redlynch population.

Methodology

The communication strategy aimed to provide an open, honest and transparent approach
to ensure residents of Redlynch, the Valley and other interested parties were aware of the
development application and were aware of the avenues to provide submissions to CRC .

This “no secrets” approach was taken as the applicant was aware that the Redlynch
community would show considerable interest in the proposal.

Tools

e Project website www.currundacreek.com.au provides detailed description of the
project and its benefits to the Redlynch community and beyond.

e Frequently asked Questions document / webpage provides further detail on the
issues expected to be of interest including:



Type of development
Traffic impacts
Flooding

Vegetation clearing
Environmental impact
Benefits

O 0O O O O O

e Public notice by way of large signage was placed on the subject land on 19" May
2024.

e An advertisement appeared in the Cairns Post on 20" May and 12" June 2024.

e Adjoining owners were notified by letter of the proposal on 20 May 2024 and again
on 11" June 2024.

e Flyers advertising community drop-in sessions were posted in key public locations
and across social media on 20" May 2024.

e Community drop-in sessions were held 25" May and 15" June 2024.

Outcomes
Project Website

The project website, containing project description, details, development merits, and
Frequently Asked Questions, served as the primary source for all project-related
information. The Contact Us page included an email address for questions.

11 May to 9 June
515 visitors
421 new visitors
78.9% bounce rate - only 21.1% of visitors went beyond landing page

10 June to 9 July
151 visitors
145 new visitors
58.3% bounce rate — 41.7% explored beyond the landing page to the FAQ'’s

The direct email address mail@currundacreek.com.au received 7 direct questions, all were
acknowledged and/or a detailed response provided.

Public notification signage



Public notification signage placed onsite on 19" May 2024 was vandalised on or about 1
June, the sign was immediately replaced with spare stock on hand.

Community information sessions

Two community information drop-in sessions were conducted during the public
notification period. They were held on 25" May and 15™ June.

The team encouraged attendees to sign in, however, some chose not to do so. The
attendance sheet showed 20 residents present on May 25th and 27 on June 15™. It is
estimated that a total of 80 residents attended, with approximately 30 on the first day and
50 on the second.

Residents who visited the community information sessions raised concerns around the
following themes:

Traffic impact

Does not fit the planning purpose of CairnsPlan

Flood potential

Environmental impact

Loss of Amenity

Community members seeking clarification on the project intricacies were guided to the
Development Application Report on CRC’s Development Applications Online service
centre.

Social media campaign

To ensure all project information was kept in a single point of truth, the applicant
determined it appropriate to provide a Project website and to refrain from using social
media platforms to inform the community.

Despite taking this position, some members of Redlynch community engaged in an active
social media campaign raising objections to the application. Some members of the
Redlynch Valley community used social media activity over the 8-week public notification
period to encourage submissions opposing the development. The applicant considers
that campaign was misinformed, defamatory and one-sided. Members of the project team
and supporters commenting or attempting to correct the misinformation were either
blocked and removed from the pages, or bullied and harassed by the active contributors.

Template submissions were shared across the community to facilitate like submissions.
A few of the most active contributors to the social media activity have previously been

active in and /or held positions where they may be perceived as having some knowledge
and experience of the Planning and Development process. These contributors were in a



position where the community trusted and put weight on their opinions and supported
their perspective of the project. The contributions by these individuals were not factual
and were misleading including:

- Misrepresentation of the scope and scale of the proposal,

- Incorrect information regarding the types of land uses that could become code
assessable should the application be approved,

- Overstating the impacts and ignoring the mitigation measures identified in
technical reports,

- Providing outdated advice regarding the assessment process, Planning Legislation
and Council’s Planning Scheme.

As a result of the misinformation and misrepresentation of the application within the
community, Cairns Regional Council sought to inform the community of the Planning and
assessment process at a public meeting held during the Public Notice Period (see below).

Also during the extended public notification period, an additional Facebook page was
developed. “Redlynch Residents against Development 12781/2024" has 379 members.

On 26" June, residents opposing the development created a petition called Oppose
Development Application 12781/2024 for rezoning at 626R Redlynch Intake Road. As of
27" August, the petition had 1091 signatures. The petition summary starts with
misleading information and shows no evidence of the development application material
having been read and understood eg. “As a local resident, the idea of rezoning land at
626R Redlynch Intake Road for potentially more than 21 lots disturbs me.”

Council’s Public Meeting

Cairns Regional Council held a public meeting at the Red Beret Hotel to discuss the
application on Monday 8 July. The purpose of the meeting was to address allegations of
potential conflicts of interest; explain what the application is seeking permission to do; the
assessment process for this application and how to make a submission. There were
approximately 150 members of the community in attendance. A number of attendees
raised questions and concerns and indicated opposition to the proposal.

Media attention

Cairns Post

28" May 2024
Proposal to build industrial park in Redlynch Valley, Currunda Creek
https://www.cairnspost.com.au/news/cairns/proposal-to-build-industrial-park-in-
redlynch-valley-currunda-creek/news-
story/021a69c7cec376b5cb399df4815ae99a




31 May 2024
Plans to build industrial precinct in ‘rural’ zone (Cairns Post Facebook)

10™ July 2024
Redlynch residents raise concerns over proposed development application
https://www.cairnspost.com.au/news/cairns/redlynch-residents-raise-concerns-
over-proposed-development-application/news-
story/f857ec61e5dbb6b12f6c62e98fc10123

11™ July 2024
Residents seeing red

Cairns Local News

5" July 2024
Residents alarmed over ‘low impact’ commercial precinct in valley - Taking
industrial action

Channel 7

8" July 2024
News bulletin interview with an active social media contributor raising allegations
of conflict of interest and advising of Council’s response to those allegations.

Public Submissions

A total of 314 submissions were received during the extended public notification period,
with 284 outlining objections, and 30 showing support. The analysis of objecting
submissions were received from 4% of total residential addresses within the Redlynch and
Redlynch Valley localities..

Submitters raised a variety of issues, including:

e Concerns regarding uses for which approval is sought;

e Complaints regarding the adjoining land use for extractive industry purposes, and
comments regarding the longevity of that use;

e Merit of the proposed development, particularly in the context of stated conflicts with
planning instruments.

I 1]

Submitters also raised concerns regarding the potential “impacts” arising from the

development approval including:

e Impacts on amenity and character for the Redlynch locality and Valley more

specifically;



e Visual amenity impacts;

e Detrimental impacts on the ecology of the site and area more broadly;

e Negative impacts arising from future land use operations;

e Flooding and runoff impacts;

e Traffic and road infrastructure factors — vehicle size, numbers and off-site impacts.
A total of 196 submissions were lodged by residents within the Redlynch and Redlynch

Valley localities residing at 145 individual addresses with multiple submissions received

from a number of households).
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COMMUNITY
INFORMATION
SESSIONS

25TH MAY 2024
&
15TH JUNE 2024

10AM TO 3PM

CRYSTAL CASCADES HORSE
PARK

626R REDLYNCH INTAKE ROAD
REDLYNCH

WWW.CURRUNDACREEK.COM.AU
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This information session is an opportunity to:
Obtain accurate information
i Ask questions I:.l' 2

We encourage you to consider the appll?gtlon
andits supporting documentation and toform q;\
informed opmlon of the merits or otherwise.

: You shoulid then make that opinion knownto ..

: councﬂ wq the submlssmn process.

e A
_|-.. hbli‘é.notlflcatlon period ends Ib J.uly 2024 ¢ _,-'

o L _
1:i'.r Inappropriate behaviour will not be tolerated
e n .I
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Community information session attendee sheets
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Contact details
Telephone / email

Would you like to stay What is the best way to
informed as the communicate with you?

project progresses Newsletter, Facebook,
(Yes/No) Email
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Attachment 3

Mainstream media articles — Cairns Post and Cairns Local News
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Cairns Post 28/5/2024, 8:16 AM

LAND MOVE STIRS DIVISION

ANNABEL BOWLES

A bid to build an industrial park in Redlynch Valley has divided the
community, with concerns the development would detract from nature-
rich residential area.

Landowner and applicant Bengali Land is pushing to transform part of the
rural zoned Redlynch Intake Rd property, which is currently home to the
Crystal Cascades Horse Park, into a “low impact” industrial precinct.

Owner Pat Flanagan told the Cairns Post a preliminary application was
with the local council for a material change of use to divide the property
into four lots, but did not rule out a long-term vision to further subdivide
that area.

The application seeks to pave the way for the precinct to be built on eight
hectares of land beside the existing quarry and Currunda Creek, which the
developer says is cleared cane farming land.

The land is also not suitable for agricultural or residential use, according
to development application materials, which said the industrial park
could generate hundreds of jobs.

Suggested “low impact” industry uses at the site include mini storage
facilities, contractors/builders yards, storage for boats, caravans or
vehicles, and bulk landscaping supplies.

“There is a current unmet need within the Redlynch community and to
the north of Cairns for employment in place and near home, additional
services including storage and other light industry may generate more
than 120 permanent jobs,” developer materials said.

“Overall, 230 jobs directly and indirectly ongoing jobs (excluding
construction jobs).

https://todayspaper.cairnspost.com.au/htmli5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=db251301-6a27-4ba2-90dc-b4415fcf681e Page 1 of 2
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News cCaims

Proposal to build industrial park in Redlynch
Valley, Currunda Creek

A proposal to build an industrial park in a rainforest-rich Cairns suburb has divided residents. Have your say.

Annabel Bowles | Moow |
X Sannabel_bowles @ 2rminraad May2s, 2004 -500am  The Caims Pest [ 19 comments

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
HAVE YOUR SAY
- DEVELOPMENT PERMIT FOR MECCRFIGURNG A LT {1 LOT 100 2 LOTS & AOZSS TAS

- PREUMINARY APPROVAL FOR A VARATION REDUEST FOR A MATLRAG CHASEE OF LEE 70 FACRITATE THE CIR3UN0A
mm'mm m&ums PRECINGT &Gg‘mm&;% luuw:smtymu WA
INDUS CUTDOOR SALES, TRANSPORT WAFES WHOLERALE WIRSERY

- PRELIMPARTY APPROVAL FOR FECONPGIRNG A LOT |3 LOT ISTD 4 LOTE ASD DRMGAAE 200 FIVD SLSEnES,

4 e e bt S

A develcpment application seeking preliminary approval to build an industrial park in Rediynch Valley is iodged with the Caims Regional Coundil. Picture: Emily
Barker

A bid to build an industrial park in Redlynch Valley has divided the community, with
concerns the development would detract from nature-rich residential area.

Landowner and applicant Bengali Land Pty Ltd is pushing to transform part of the
Redlynch Intake Road property, which is currently home to the Crystal Cascades Horse
Park and zoned rural, into a “low impact” industrial precinct.

Owner Pat Flanagan told the Caims Post a preliminary application was with council for a

19



Proposal to bulld industrial park in Rediynch Valley Currunda Creek | The Calrns Post 28/8/2024, 1:42PM

material change of use to divide the property into four lots, but did not rule out a long-
term vision to further subdivide that area.

The application seeks to pave the way for the precinct to be built on eight hectares of land
beside the existing quarry and Currunda Creek, which the developer says is already

cleared, former cane farming land.
. o
626 Rediynch Intake Rd
625 Reclyrch Irtake R, Rediynch n
QLD 480 5.:*\_:.
View larger map
§g ° Boral Quarnies

A4

The Northern.Dutiook o

4
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|.' Gogh

The land is also not suitable for agricultural or residential use, according to development
application materials, which said the industrial park could generate hundreds of jobs.

Mg detn O2024 Googhe -Y.I‘!oq-

Suggested “low impact” industry uses at the site include mini storage facilities,
contractors/builders yards, storage for boats, caravans or vehicles, and bulk landscaping
supplies.

“There s a current unmet need within the Redlynch community and to the north of Caims
for employment in place and near home, additional services including storage and other
light industry may generate more than 120 permanent jobs," developer materials said.

“Overall, 230 jobs directly and indirectly ongoing jobs (not considering construction jobs).

Bengali Land Pty Ltd is seeking preliminary approval from Caims Regional Coundl to build an industrial precing on its
Rediynch Valley property that's currently home to the Crystal Cascades Horse Park. Map: Supplied

file://fUsers/dakttawright/Documents/2412%208engai%20Land/4.. 20Valley%20Currunda® 20Creek% 20% 7C%20The%20Calrns%20Post. htmi Page 20t 6
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Proposal to bulld industrial park in Rediynch Valley Currunda Creek | The Cairns Post

Cairns

Den't miss out on the headines
from Cairns. Followed categories
will be added to My News.

“Proposed uses have been selected to ensure that they support the Redlynch community,
but do not create impacts such as noise, smell or significant additional traffic.

“There is no land available in Redlynch Valley to cater to the low-impact trades and
services, which are necessary for the community of over 10,000 people residing there.”

Horse agistment and private riding coaching would be relocated to the western side of the
property if the DA s successful.

The proposal - and in particular one design pulled from the 720-page application featuring

a 22-]ot industrial precinct - has caused a stir among residents who fear the area will lose
its natural charm to urban encroachment.

Do you support the Industrial park proposal In Redlynch Valley?

Yos

Unsure - want 10 know mose about it

Cast your vole

Redlynch Valley resident Chris Mason said he had concems the development would
threaten endangered frogs including the Waterfall Frog, Mist Frog and Australian Lace-Lid
Frog as well as cassowaries, all of which have been sighted on or near the property.

“It is habitat to at least three or four endangered or near endangered species, you've got
three frogs that have been sighted in the waterway or within 500m of the site,” Mr Mason
sald.

“I love this area for its natural beauty and the fact there's so much untouched rainforest
around ... we commonly see wildlife coming and going from properties which is something
that's hard to see these days."

WIWMMBMI‘MWAWMGMWMIEmummm«m;
Rediynch Valley property that's currently home to the Crystal Cascades Horse Park. Map: Supplied

Mr Mason said although the proposal was mainly set on already cleared land, the risk of

28/8/2024, 1:42PM

file://{Users/dakttawright/Documents/2412%208engai%20Land/4...20Valley%20Currunda® 20Creek3% 20%7C%20The%20Calrns%20Post. htmi Page30of 6
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Proposal to bulld industrial park in Rediynch Valley Currunda Creek | The Calrns Post 28/8/2024, 1:42PM

water run-off from industrial operations into Currunda Creek would be devastating for
native wildlife.

“There are ample industrial spaces nearby, you've got Smithfield just 15 minutes up the
road ... established industrial areas with access to major arterial roads that are not near
residential areas or impacting ecological sites," Mr Mason said.

More Coverage
Town'’s first domestic ‘Good food, great coffee’:
violence crisis shelter to New eatery packed out
open prior to official opening

The public has until July 3 to make a submission to council regarding the development.

A second information session will also be held at the property on 626 Redlynch Valley Rd
on June 15, 10am to 3pm.

annabel bowles@news com.au
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Residents alarmed over ‘low impact’ commercial precinctin valley Answers

Taking industrial action

@ REDLYNCH VALLEY

| Nick Dalton

1T is expected o he standing
room anly at mesting at Red-
Tynch next week when Caimns
Regional  Council representis.
tives will attempt to answer
questions ahout a proposed in-
dustrial precinct which has resi-
dents up in arms

The  community  requested
the meeting on Marcly before
submissians about the prapasal
clase an July 12, The applica-
tion is due 1o he decided at the
conncil’s ordinary meeting on
August 28

Residents fear the prapasal
will change Redlynch Valley
forever with cancems including
environmental impacts, threats
to cassowarics and at least three
codangered frog specics. hun-
drexls of extru truck movement
each day, damage w water-
courses, rands and the semi-ra-
mal lifestyle, as well as possible
increases in flooding during the
wet season and in severe weath-
er events.

Bengali Tand Pty T.id wanes ta
transform the Redlynch Tntake
Rd property, currcotly home to
the Crystal Cascades Horse Park
and zowed nral. iaoto a “low im-
pact” commercial precinct, ta
include mini-starage facilities,
contractorsbuilders yards, vehi-
cle, caravan and boat storage, ot
bulk landscaping supplics and
otber Light industry uscs.

The preliminary application
is for a material change of use
to divide the property into four
lots for the precinet to be built
on 8ha of land beside the exist-
g quarry and Curranda Creck.

Oraner Pat Flanagan has de-
clinad to comment but has con-
firmed he will be attending the
meeting as an observer. He has
referred Cainus Local News to
the Carrunda Creck Trades and
Services wehsite (See side bar).

Douglas Shire géts $10ni for Mossman R

FROM PAGE 1

“I thank everyone for their
palience  we wimt 1o get this
nght, we wint to make sure we
have water socarity for our resi-
donts and oar important tounsm
industry meving lorwasd,” Cr
Scomazzon said.

136 IVICEVIC RD MAREEBA | PH: 4093 2190 @SKYBURYFARMS

www.caimslocalnews.com.au

Objections to the proposal
arc  growing and the roowm at
the Red Neret Totel where the
meeting is ta he held on Moa-
day from 5.30pm is expectad to
be packed o overflowing

Divisiozal councillor Kristy
Vallely said she would be ot the
meeting with seniar council of-
ficers to answer as many ques-
tion as they were permitted to
and to guide people on how to
make submissions.

‘There are curreotly 19 sub-
missions totalling more  than
200 pages, inchuding from high
profile residents Dr Ken Chap-
man of Skyrail and pharmacist
Nick Loukas. The developer's
application cavers 720 pages

Residers Marga Dean said

Member for Ceok Cynthia
Lu: suid she was proud to work
alongside Cr Stomazzon W et
the funding.

“I want to thank Douglas
residents for thelr patience and
'm looking forward lo seving
construction Kick-ofl s soon as

she was being “sclfish” abour
her rensvns far shjecting > the
application, wanting t  pre-
serve the valley's beauty for her
grandson’s grandchildren

She said the valley was pot
the place for a light industry
precinct and there were other
fur more suituble locations in
Caims.

Ms Dean said the preciner
would “change the whole arca”,
and flooding in Curmunda Creck
wonld he exacerbated.

She said <he feared chemicals
used in the industrial park would
also leak into the waterway and
coatinue into Freshwater Creck
and down to Goomboora Park.

Ms Dean said it would en-
danger cassowarics, platypus ns

possible,” she said.

Federsl  Environment  and
Water Minister Tunyu Plibersek
sasdd “this coitseal funding for the
Mossman River intake will belp
make the Dougles Shire and sur-
roanding sreas more resilicol o
climate change, while benelitmg

well as three frog specics: wa-
terfull frog, mist frog and Aus.
trufian lace-lid frog. She said
<he hoped the meeting would
clarify the “unknowns™ and pro-
vide dircet answers to questions.

Another resident Keo Dalton
siti¢l he did not believe the de-
veloper had nddressed the im-
pacts an cassowaries, flonding
or landslides.

He said be feared the devel-
opment would increase  nap-
off and flaxling in Curmmida
Creek. The valley had already
witnessed two major flooding
events after Cyclone Jasper in
December last vear and in 2018

Mr Daltou said a 1999 coan-
cil report identified Redlynch
Valley as one of highest risks in

locals and the many visitors the
regon altracts.”

Senator Nita Green said the
project woald strenythen water
seeurity for the Douglas com-
munity after 2 tough recovery
Lrom Cyclone Jasper.

State Water Minister Glean

OFF-MENU SPECIAL OFFER

Visit our café and ask us for this
month's special offer of $10 Coffee +
Papaya Scones for seniors aged over 60.

From paddock to plate,
Skybury Café & Roastery serves
farm fresh meals, liqueurs, condiments
and freshly roasted coffee.

OPEN MON - FRI 10AM TO 4PM
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Caims for landslides.

Tle it the application alse
allowed far further subdivisions
an the property, puting more
pressure on the road nerwork
and the covironment

“The increased traffic would
he 236 trucks o day, passing
three schoals in the area,” he
said,

Planning consultant Kristy
Gilvear on behalf of the ap-
plicants has written to the
council saying: “To assist i
this assessment, the applicant
confirms it will work o have a
formal and robust response to
mateers raised in submissions
lodged with council as a prios-
ity following the coaclusion of
public notification.”

Butcher said the second mtake
wusa'l just waler infrastruc-
ture, “il's & tourism asset and
s u cast-olliving measure,
This fanding is helping to put
downward pressure
waler bills — and it

| WWW.SKYBURY.COM.AU

tosome
concerns

® REDLYNCH VALLEY

THE developer's website bas
some answers ta fraquently an-
swered questions.

Why avt a residentiul project?

The praject site i beside [a-
1al’s Redlyeeh Quanty and is
included o e “goarry exclu-
sion zone” i councd’s plan-
ning scheme,  The exchision
zone doss not allow sensitive
development such as dwellings
and accemmedstiaons facilites,
Subdivisien of the projeet site
for Louse lots or rural Lfestyle
hlacks would result in unaccep-
table noise, dust and vibmtion
expenienced by near neighbours.
What can be develuped on site?

The project proposes  low
impact industry uscs and may
include mimi-storage  fcilities,
contractorshuilders yards, ve-
hicle, Guravan and boat storage,
arbulk landscuping supplies arxl
ather hight industry uses.

What about nolse and odours?

Stotage and warchouse fa-
cilities will nat create noise ar
adours likely ta he experiencad
external to the site.

What ubout truflic impucts?

It is expocted that taffic com-
ing from the nesth, meluding are-
¢ such as Redlynch, Brinsmead,
Caims, and the narthern beaches,
will not have a significant impact
an peak hour movements.

Will there be traffic Hghts?

No. The existing cotry to the
oquestiian facilitics was upgrad-
ad in 2021 to peovide a tuming
lane for traffic uming right into
the stle.

What ubeut flueding?

Extcasive flood medelling bas
been carried out fo determine
the extent of earthworks without
resulting in ncreased flood Jev-
els and velocities. There will be
some fillmg of 2ha an the nocth
side of Carrunda Crock to ensure
acecptable floed imnunity with
extr drainage,

Visit www.currundacreck.com.au

iver second' intake

mdustey™, “I'm proud o woek
wlongside the Member lor Cock
Cynthia Lui — whose advecacy
has ensuresl the delivery of this
funding.” he said. “It was great
to be with the mayor and local
member recently o discuss Uhis
cobseal project.”
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RESIDENTS SEEING RED

CATHERINE DUFFY

Resident safety and a perceived potential conflict of interest surrounding
a proposed development application were among the top concerns
Redlynch residents raised with Cairns Regional Council.

About 150 Redlynch residents and stakeholders voiced strong opposition

rural zone area to an industrial zone, at the Red Beret Hotel on Monday
night.

Resident safety and flood impacts were among the key concerns raised by
attendees.

Redlynch resident Margaretha Koper said she was concerned about the
impact of the proposed 8omm infill development on the proposed site.

“Once they create the infill, you have a finite amount of water that puts
the creek up to 8ocm,” Ms Koper said.

“That in itself is already a stupid premise because the blockage of bridges
contributes to the water surge that comes down and if trees come down, it
changes the (water) flow properties and that means you get a little dip
because you have kind of a dam.”

The proposed development, put forward by Landowner and applicant
Bengali Land, run by North Queensland developer Pat Flanagan, is
pushing to transform part of a Redlynch Intake Road property (currently
home to the Crystal Cascades Horse Park and zoned rural) into a “low
impact” industrial precinct.

Of concern to some at the meeting was a perceived potential conflict of
interest on Mr Flanagan’s part as he was the chair of the council’s
planning and development and industry reference group at the time his
DA was submitted.

https://todayspaper.cairnspost.com.au/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=f5ae91a0-4952-4af2-97ec-4d1bed39abe5 Page 1 of 2
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News Cairns

Redlynch residents raise concerns over proposed
development application

Resident safety and a perceived potential conflict of interest surrounding a proposed development application were among
the top concerns Redlynch residents raised with Cairns Regional Council. See the plans.

Catherine Duffy

© 3minread July10,2024-8:25aM  The Caimns Post [ 11 comments

About 150 Redlynch residents and stakeholders voiced strong opposition to a development application seeking preliminary approval to change a rural zone area

to an industrial zone, at the Red Beret Hotel on Monday night.

Resident safety and a perceived potential conflict of interest surrounding a proposed
development application were among the top concerns Redlynch residents raised with
Cairns Regional Council.

About 150 Redlynch residents and stakeholders voiced strong opposition to a development
application seeking preliminary approval to change a rural zone area to an industrial zone,
at the Red Beret Hotel on Monday night.

file:///Users/dalittawright/Documents/2412%20Bengali%20Land|/...er%20proposed%20development%20%7C%20The%20Cairns%20Post.html|
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Redlynch residents raise concerns over proposed development | The Cairns Post

Resident safety and flood impacts were among the key concerns raised by attendees.

Redlynch resident Margaretha Koper said she was concerned about the impact of the
proposed 80mm infill development on the proposed site.

“Once they create the infill, you have a finite amount of water that puts the creek up to
80cm,” Ms Koper said.

Crystal Cascades Horse Park in Redlynch Valley. Picture Emily Barker.

“That in itself is already a stupid premise because the blockage of bridges contributes to
the water surge that comes down and if trees come down, it changes the (water) flow
properties and that means you get a little dip because you have kind of a dam.”

The proposed development, put forward by Landowner and applicant Bengali Land, run by
North Queensland developer Pat Flanagan, is pushing to transform part of the Redlynch
Intake Road property, which is currently home to the Crystal Cascades Horse Park and
zoned rural, into a “low impact” industrial precinct.

Of particular concern to some attendees at the meeting was a perceived potential conflict
of interest on Mr Flanagan’s part as he was the chair of the council’s planning and
development and industry reference group at the time his development application was
submitted.

About 150 Redlynch resid. and stakeholders voiced strong ition to a develop 1t application seeking preliminary
approval to change a rural zone area to an industrial zone, at the Red Beret Hotel on Monday night.

Council chief executive John Andrejic and town planner Ed Johnson said Mr Flanagan had
stood down from his position on the board while the application process on the
development was under review.

“In relation to the complaints received, the preliminary assessment is council officers don't
have a conflict of interest in this matter,” Mr Andrejic said.
“Mr Flanagan has chosen to step down while he has a live application.”

Other concerns raised included the project’s potential environmental impact on

endangered fauna and flora, including native frogs and cassowaries, traffic congestion,
community character and waterway strain.
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